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Exploratory Overview
Exploratory allows students to get to know what the 
different Vocational Technical Education (VTE, aka 
Career Technical Education or CTE) programs are like 
and the potential career pathways of them.

• 13 different shop areas

– 2 components per session: 
• “Related” (classroom) 
• “Shop” (hands-on) 



Exploratory Grading

• Related and Shop Grades are earned in each                        
of the exploratory programs.

• Related = 15 points
• Shop = 85 points

• Exploratory Shop and Related Rubric Google 
Sheet workbooks are shared with each student. 
This workbook will contain the student’s earned grades 
throughout each program. 
– Parents: access this workbook through your student’s 

account.



Exploratory Grading

In SchoolBrains: Student account - overall grades



Exploratory Grading
Click the name of the 
class to view individual 
grades (shop + related)



• In addition to their daily vocational grades, a 
student's attendance and disciplinary infractions 
will be factored into their final ranking score.

• Not being prepared for an Exploratory will result 
in lower grades. (refer to Exploratory Program Handout - 
available our school’s website and emailed to parents at the 
start of the Exploratory Program)

Exploratory Grading



• At the end of the Exploratory Program, students 
will complete their Vocational-Technical Education 
(VTE) Selection Form.

• The students with the highest point average are 
placed first according to their shop selections.

VTE Program Placement



Example of Student’s Final Average

VTE Program Placement



VTE 
Program

Enrollment 
Caps

Shop Limit

Architecture + Engineering 
Technology 10

Automotive Technology 12

Business Technology 
Computer Science

10
10

Carpentry 12

Cosmetology  14

Culinary Arts 15

Electronics Engineering Technology 10

Electrical 12

Graphic Communication & Design 14

Health Careers 14

Machine & Tool Technology 12

Metal Fabrication & Joining 
Technologies (Welding) 12



Example of VTE Placement

VTE Program Placement



Students will begin in their 
assigned VTE Program  on 

1/19/2027

Exploratory 
Calendar

ROTATION

Program 
Number

Program Dates Duration

Exp 1 September 14-17 3-1/2 days

Exp 2 September 18-22 3 days

Exp 3 September 23-25 3 days

Exp 4 October 13-15 3 days

Exp 5 October 16-20 3 days

Exp 6 October 21-23 3 days

Exp 7 November 9-10 2 days

Exp 8 November 12-13 2 days

Exp 9 November 16-19 4 days

Exp 10 November 20-24 3 days

Exp 11 December 14-16 3 days

Exp 12 December 17-18 2 days

Exp 13 December 21-23 2-1/2 days



[01] is Exploratory 1

[02] is Exploratory 2

[03] is Exploratory 3

[04] is Exploratory 4

[05] is Exploratory 5

[06] is Exploratory 6

[07] is Exploratory 7

[08] is Exploratory 8

Sample Exploratory Schedule



Exploratory Program 
Expectations

• Given the nature of work performed in the 
vocational technical shop areas, safety, and 
training for employment readiness for the 
workforce, Clothing Expectations have been 
outlined for each VTE program 

For ALL VTE Programs:
• All school rules and expectations 

apply.
• NO HORSEPLAY at any time.
• No shorts allowed



For ALL VTE Programs:
● All students will be issued                                

1 pair of safety glasses at no charge
○ Students are responsible to have their 

safety glasses every day in shops where 
they are required.

Exploratory Program 
Expectations

Failure to adhere to the clothing expectations and 
requirements may result in a grade deduction 
and/or disciplinary action.



Exploratory Grading - Shop



Exploratory Grading - Shop
continued



Exploratory Grading - Related



SchoolBrains for Grades
www.oldcolony.us

Students > SchoolBrains
• Username & Password emailed to you Google Apps email 

account (@oldcolony.info)

• Parents have received an email with their own SchoolBrains 
login info if we have their email

• If you have a question about your exploratory grade, please 
see your instructor BEFORE seeing your guidance counselor.

http://www.oldcolony.us


Summary

• Give your best effort and 

attention in each exploratory.

• Go prepared to work and do your best,

• in correct clothing 

• with correct supplies.

• Be respectful.

• Keep an open mind about the possibilities.


